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ENTITY  City of Renton 
Date Filed:   

ACTION Petition for Land Annexation 
Expiration 45 Days: 04/02/05 

TITLE  Honey Creek East Annexation 
Board Meeting: 03/10/05 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Location   The site is located between 126th Avenue SE on the west and Union 

Avenue NE on the east.  SE 100th Street (if extended) generally forms the 
northern boundary of the annexation area.  SE 102nd Street/NE 22nd 
Street generally forms the southern boundary of the area. 

Land Area   Approximately 27.5 acres  

Land Use   Fifty-five single-family homes; undeveloped land. 

Population   Approximately 127 persons 

Assessed Valuation  $10,586,700. 

County Comprehensive  
Plan Designation  Urban Residential (4-12 du/acre) 

County Zoning   Residential (R-6 Zone: 6 dwelling units per acre) 
City Comprehensive Plan Residential Single Family  

City Zoning   Proposed: Single Family Uses - Medium Density (R-8 Zone: 8 dwelling 
units/per acre)  

District Comprehensive Plan Not applicable 

District Franchise  No franchise is required for the City of Renton to serve this area. 

Urban Growth Area (UGA) The site is located within the Urban Growth Area as identified under the 
State Growth Management Act, King County Comprehensive Plan and 
City of Renton Comprehensive Plan 

SEPA Declaration  The proposed annexation is exempt from SEPA pursuant to RCW 
43.21C.222 

 
ENTITIES/AGENCIES NOTIFIED: 

King County Council Member(s)  Dwight Pelz, Reagan Dunn 
King County:   Clerk of Council, Department of Assessments, Fire Marshal, Health Division, State 

Department of Ecology, Puget Sound Regional Council, Municipality of Metropolitan 
Seattle (Metro) 

Cities:   Not applicable   
Fire Districts:  Renton Fire District 
Water Districts: City of Renton Water Department 
Sewer Districts: City of Renton Sewer Department 
School Districts: Renton School District No. 403 



SUMMARY (File No. 2185) 
The City of Renton proposes the annexation of 27.5 acres, known as the Honey Creek East Annexation.  
Renton City Council adopted this annexation proposal in November 2001 under the 60% petition method 
established in RCW 35.14A.  An application for annexation was submitted initially in January of 2002.   

While this application was in process, the State Supreme Court issued an opinion declaring that the 60% 
petition method of annexation (under which Honey Creek East was proposed) to be unconstitutional.  
Thus, the City of Renton was unable to proceed with the proposed annexation at that time.  

Subsequently, the Supreme Court reversed that opinion, thereby, reinstating the 60% petition method of 
annexation.  The City of Renton, therefore, now wishes to proceed with the Honey Creek East Annexation. 

The Honey Creek East Annexation site is located on the eastern side of the City of Renton in the vicinity of 
the East Renton Plateau.  The boundaries are formed by City of Renton municipal boundaries on the 
south and on the east. The site is located between 126th Avenue SE on the west and Union Avenue NE 
on the east.  SE 100th Street (if extended) generally forms the northern boundary of the annexation area.  
SE 102nd Street/NE 22nd Street generally forms the southern boundary of the area. 

The unincorporated area is included in the “Annexation Element” of the City of Renton Comprehensive 
Plan and is located within the Renton Potential Annexation Area. The proposed action is consistent with 
City of Renton Comprehensive Plan policies addressing annexation, including those provisions which call 
for inclusion of urban areas (e.g., LU-380) and provision of services (e.g., LU-386, LU-394). 

The City of Renton reports that the annexation is based upon a petition by property owners.  Property 
owners representing at least 60% of the assessed valuation of the properties have signed the petition.  
The property owners are seeking annexation in order to develop properties under City of Renton 
regulations and to receive public services (e.g., sewer services) from Renton.  The City of Renton has 
planned for growth at urban densities and can provide urban services to the area with annexation.  
Annexation would also permit protection for environmentally sensitive areas (e.g., storm water/flood 
management). 

The City of Renton reports that the Honey Creek East Annexation is consistent with the State Growth 
Management Act provisions (e.g., RCW 36.70.A.210.3.b.) calling for incorporation of territory and 
establishing cities as the appropriate providers of urban services.  

The proposal is reportedly also consistent with King County Comprehensive Plan/Countywide Planning 
Policies for annexation.  For example, the Honey Creek East Annexation is reported to address King 
County policies (e.g., LU-31, LU-32, U-3, U-208, U-301, U-304) that call for contiguous orderly growth.  
The King County Comprehensive Plan/Countywide Planning Policies also establish cities as the 
appropriate providers of urban services (e.g., KCCP LU-33, U-203, U-304). 

The proposed Honey Creek East Annexation is reportedly consistent with the provisions of RCW 
36.93 (Boundary Review Board Regulations).  For example, this annexation would be consistent with 
Objective 1, which calls for the preservation of neighborhoods.  This area is linked to east Renton by 
social fabric (e.g., similar land uses and open spaces, shared sense of community) and by natural/built 
geographic features (e.g., relatively flat to gentle sloping terrain).  This annexation would also be 
consistent with Objective 3, which calls for creation of logical service areas, and Objectives 4-7, which 
call for the achievement of reasonable boundaries for a jurisdiction.  Local residents have petitioned 
for annexation in order that all services and land use regulations affecting their area may be efficiently 
coordinated by a single local government unit.   This annexation would also be consistent with 
Objective 8, which calls for inclusion of urban areas within municipalities. 

The City of Renton has designated the Honey Creek East Area for single-family residential land use at 
medium density with zoning allowing approximately 8 units per net acre.  The proposed annexation area is 
single-family residential in character.  There are 55 existing homes.  At present, there is no application for 
new development.  The maximum capacity of the annexation area is estimated at 106 homes.   

The City of Renton is prepared to provide environmental review (including evaluation and regulation of 
environmentally sensitive areas), development review, and general administrative services to the 
annexation area.  For example, the City’s Critical Areas Ordinance regulates permitted and prohibited 
uses, and establishes permit processes for environmentally sensitive areas.   

The City of Renton will provide the Honey Creek East properties with sewer services and water services.  
The City will also provide fire service and police service to the Honey Creek East Annexation properties.  



Area residents would have access to schools in the Renton School District.  Libraries and recreation 
facilities would be available to residents of the area. 

The City of Renton has conducted fiscal analyses related to the proposed Maplewood East Annexation.  
There are sufficient funds to serve the area.  The addition of Maplewood East is not expected to have a 
significant impact on cost and adequacy of services, finances, debt structure or rights of other 
governmental units.  Upon annexation, property owners will assume their share of the regular and special 
levy rate of the City for capital facilities and public services.  At full development, city expenditures are 
estimated at $102,638 and revenues are estimated at $72,484.   Future capital needs and costs will be 
examined and funded through the Renton Capital Investment Program.  

The City of Renton supports this annexation in order to serve citizens of the area.  



 
 
Bob 
 
As you will see from the attached series of missives, Renton is seeking to reactivate an annexation (Honey 
Creek) which was approved by the BRB prior to the Supreme Court decision, but which was not yet finally 
approved by Renton when the Supreme Court decision was issued.  The City decided not to conduct an 
election and so withdrew the file from further action at that time.  The County closed the file based upon 
Renton’s action. 
 
The City would like to undertake the same annexation now under the new petition method.  Mr. Erickson 
reports that the City would do a new petition based upon current law, have the petition reviewed by the 
City Council and by King County’s Auditor/Assessor and then ask the County Clerk to record (and, 
thereby, finalize) the Honeycreek annexation.  He concludes that the application does not need to come 
back before the Board as the annexation is unchanged from its 2002 iteration – and that as the Board 
already approved that iteration, new BRB review would be unnecessary.   
 
Mr. Erickson uses the Vuong Annexation as a model for his conclusion.  However, there appear to be 
marked differences between the two situations.  Because Renton was taking the Vuong annexation to 
election in a timely manner following the Court decision, you advised that the BRB did not need to 
undertake new review of the Vuong file.  As I recall, we based our decision on the understanding that, while 
Renton had used the old-method petitions, those petitions would serve to permit an election using the still 
valid petition/election method.  The City intended to (and had obtained the proper authorizations to) 
conduct an election immediately. 
 
Today I learned that, in fact, the City began the process over again for Vuong.  They did not withdraw the 
annexation application.  But they obtained new petitions, went back to the Assessor, etc. – but did not come 
back before the Board.  The City eschewed the BRB process at that time, basing its decision on our 
statement that no additional BRB review was necessary – a statement that was based upon our 
misunderstanding of actions at Renton.  They did go to successful election.  The County then completed 
processing of the initial file and recording of the Vuong annexation – similarly unaware of the new petition 
action.  
 
In contrast, the County closed the Honey Creek annexation file prior to recording at the request of the City. 
Based upon the City’s request to withdraw the file prior to recording and the fact that the file was reviewed 
initially under a now prohibited petition method, I believe that it is likely that a new application is required 
and that the BRB would need to review this application.  
 
This is one instance in which I would like to be wrong  -- because my ear is overflowing from extremely 
vigorous “lobbying.”  But I clearly need your opinion in this matter.   
 
If you understand this series of messages, you have already earned considerable chocolate.  If you need 
more (or less) information, you are welcome to call me at the office 206-296-6801 or home at 206-547-
6339.  You’ll still get chocolate along with – I hope – answers to your questions.   
 
I am very sorry to add another item to your way-too-long “Please Answer Blauman Now” List – but I must 
do so, because fur is flying everywhere.  How about a Tuesday afternoon due date on this one??  Thanks so 
much.   
 
Blauman 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 2, 2003 
 
 
Donald K. Erickson 
Senior Planner 
City of Renton 
1055 South Grady Way 
Renton, Washington 98055 
 
Subject:  City of Renton - Honey Creek East Annexation (Boundary Review Board File No. 2120) 
 
Dear Mr. Erickson: 
 
This letter is written in response to your correspondence concerning the City of Renton’s initially proposed 
Honey Creek East Annexation (File No. 2120).  The information in this letter has also been transmitted to 
Rebecca Lind in a telephone message.  
 
The Boundary Review Board did receive the Notice of Intention for the Honey Creek East Annexation in 
January 2002.  The Board completed the 45-day public review period for this Notice of Intention, as 
required by RCW 36.93.  The file was duly closed on February 14, 2002.  Subsequently, the City of 
Renton advised the King County Council that the municipality did not intend to go forward with the Honey 
Creek East Annexation and requested that the County close the file.  The County closed the Honey Creek 
East Annexation file in December 2002. 
 
In your recent correspondence, you reported that the City of Renton is now once more interested in 
annexing the Honey Creek East properties.  You have inquired as to whether the Boundary Review Board 
must now review this application.  You note that while there is a new method for annexation, the 
specifically proposed action is identical to the action proposed in the Notice of Intention submitted in 2002. 
 
The Boundary Review Board Special Assistant Attorney General, Robert Kaufman, has reviewed your 
inquiry concerning Honey Creek East.  Mr. Kaufman has reported that a new application for annexation 
presents a different proposal and that, therefore, a new Notice of Intention must be filed.  More 
specifically, he has stated that “there are many factors affecting the proposal that may have changed in 
the 18 months since it was first submitted to the Board.”   Mr. Kaufman further reported that “affected 
parties and entities have a right to learn, through Boundary Review Board processes, that the action has 
been renewed.  Therefore, the Board will need to receive a new Notice of Intention from the City of Renton 
for the Honey Creek East Annexation.”   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or would like additional information.   
 
We look forward to working with you to review the Honey Creek Annexation Notice of Intention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lenora Blauman 
Executive Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
March 2, 2005 
 
 
Donald K. Erickson 
Senior Planner 
City of Renton 
1055 South Grady Way 
Renton, Washington 98055 
 
Subject:  City of Renton - Honey Creek East Annexation (Boundary Review Board File No. 2185) 
 
Dear Mr. Erickson: 
 
This letter is written to address the City of Renton’s Notice of Intention for the proposed Honey Creek East 
Annexation (File No. 2185).   
 
As you are aware, the Boundary Review Board did receive a previous Notice of Intention for the Honey 
Creek East Annexation in January 2002.  The Board completed the 45-day public review period for this 
Notice of Intention, as required by RCW 36.93.  The file was duly closed on February 14, 2002.  
Subsequently, the City of Renton advised the King County Council that the municipality did not intend to 
go forward with the Honey Creek East Annexation and requested that the County close the file.  The 
County closed the Honey Creek East Annexation file in December 2002. 
 
In September of 2003 you notified the Boundary Review Board that the City of Renton was giving 
consideration to a new application to annex the Honey Creek East properties.  You inquired as to whether 
the Boundary Review Board must review this application.  You noted that the specifically proposed action 
is identical to the action proposed in the Notice of Intention submitted in 2002. 
 
The Boundary Review Board Special Assistant Attorney General, Robert Kaufman, has reviewed your 
inquiry concerning Honey Creek East.  Mr. Kaufman has reported that a new application for annexation 
presents a different proposal and that, therefore, a new Notice of Intention must be filed.  More 
specifically, he has stated that “there are many factors affecting the proposal that may have changed in 
the 18 months since it was first submitted to the Board.”   Mr. Kaufman further reported that “affected 
parties and entities have a right to learn, through Boundary Review Board processes, that the action has 
been renewed.  Therefore, the Board will need to receive a new Notice of Intention from the City of Renton 
for the Honey Creek East Annexation.”   
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or would like additional information.   
 
We look forward to working with you to review the Honey Creek Annexation Notice of Intention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lenora Blauman 
Executive Secretary 
 
 


